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CHAPTER 7

with relevant examples. The paragraphs are each built around a
subtopic that adds support to the author’s response to the prompt. The
essay reveals a depth of thought and creativity in raising potential
arguments and dealing with them effectively. The vocabulary choices
are appropriate and varied. This is a well-above-average essay.

Score of 6: There are those who are concerned with the negative potential of
the Internet. They cite the possibility of cheating or time wasting by
students. Their concerns stem from the fact that the Internet and,
more specifically, the World Wide Web, is a source of both good and
bad information. It is true that there are sites that actually offer term
papers for sale. Even students who do not go to that extreme may be
tempted to plagiarize from legitimate web sites. Students may also
find that e-mail is an efficient tool for sharing gossip and other
information that does not contribute to their education. And, of
course, the computers and the Internet arve often used for playing
games that usually have little to no educational value.

However, all educational technology, from the pencil, to videotape,
has the potential to be abused. Just because students have always
used pencil and paper to write notes to, and about, each other, does
not mean that classrooms would be better off without them. In fact,
as technology improves it always finds its way into the learning
environment. Take videotape, for example. At first videotape was for
professionals only, and then Hollywood found a way to exploit the
profit potential. Finally, the educational potential of the technology
was unleashed when schools invested in VCR's and students were
able to view educational programming on a flexible schedule. No one
can deny that VCR’s are a useful tool for educators.

Now is the time for schools to move forward and adopt the latest
technology again. Computers are a fact of life and they are only
becoming more prevalent. Schools did not tum their backs on
videotape simply because some teachers could potentially have
shirked their responsibilities by showing “movies” almost every day
rather than actually teaching their classes. Nor, should schools turn
their backs on the amazing potential of computers and the Internet
simply because there are possibilities of abuse.

The advantages of computers are many. Instructors can use web
sites as support for lectures, and students can use them as sources
for information. E-mail can be a means of flexible communication
that can keep students in touch with each other and their teachers.
Electronic communication can save precious resources such as
paper and ink and there is research that shows that students tend to
stay on a task longer on the computer than on paper.

Also, we should consider the fact that some students come from
homes with computers and some do not. If there are no Internet
connections in the schools, then only some students will have
Internet access; some students will be left behind simply because
their families can't afford computers.

In conclusion, even though there are arguments against wiring
schools for the Internet, it should be clear that it is the right thing to
do for a number of reasons. The benefits outweigh the risks. The
schools that do not have Internet connections should move forward
and get online.
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Essay Checklist

1. The Introduction
Did you
i o start with a topic sentence that paraphrases or restates the prompt?
o clearly state your position on the issue?

2. Body Paragraph 1
Did you
o start with a transition/topic sentence that discusses the opposing side of the argument?
o give an example of a reason that one might agree with the opposing side of the argument?
o clearly state that the opposing side of the argument is wrong or flawed?
o show what is wrong with the opposing side’s example or position?
3. Body Paragraphs 2 and 3
Did you
o start with a transition/topic sentence that discusses your position on the prompt?
o give one example or reason to support your position?
o show the grader how your example supports your position?
o end the paragraph by restating your thesis?
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4. Conclusion

Did you

o restate your position on the issue?
/| o end with a flourish?

5. Overall
Did you
o write neatly?
o avoid multiple spelling and grammar mistakes?
O try to vary your sentence structure?
o use a few impressive-sounding words?
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